Leo lends a paw in Lincolnshire
A surprise visitor recently attended Lincolnshire’s grassroots netball programmes. Loughborough Lightning mascot Leo the Lion began his visit at the third of Lincolnshire’s Back to Netball Grand Prix’s which has been added to the Lincolnshire County League for the 2012/13 season. It is a series of five tournaments with the points rolling over to give an overall winner.  The teams will be presented with their trophies at the Lincolnshire County Presentation evening in April.
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[image: ]Leo was greeted with lots of cuddles and photos. Members from the Grantham and Bassingham schemes have been greatly inspired after meeting Leo and attending the Lightning v Surrey Storm and Celtic Dragons Games. Bassingham have taken their enthusiasm for netball one step further with their cup cake bake off which had netball themed toppings. 

Leo then went to visit the High Fivers and under 12s at Fenland Netball Club in Grantham. He was assisted by members from the club and entertained the youngsters with his netball prowess playing catch and even managing to score a goal in a shoot out.
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The end of a busy week came when Leo attended the Lincolnshire Winter Sainsbury’s School Games at the Meres Leisure Centre  Grantham.  160 High Five netballers attended the Games multi sport event. 

[image: C:\Users\louise.key\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\DSC_8812.jpg][image: C:\Users\louise.key\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\P1060537.jpg][image: C:\Users\louise.key\Desktop\IMAG0681.jpg]The winners and runners up from each School Sports Partnership’s level 2 competitions qualified for the event. 16 schools took part in netball on a very cold and damp day. Leo kept the girls and boys entertained not just in the netball competition, but across the whole event with his antics, signing autographs and posing for photos.

The event was supported by Lincolnshire County Netball Association, umpires from local clubs in Lincolnshire, and Sports Leaders from Grantham Girls High School.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The excitement rose a notch when netballs other Guest of Honour appeared, Olivia Murphy. Olivia spent the afternoon chatting with children, parents and teachers, and looking to spot the next potential England player. One of the players said “I really enjoyed my first school games and didn't mind not winning because we had fun meeting Leo and we had our photo with Olivia Murphy".

The day culminated in a presentation by Sports Leaders of participation certificates to all of the netballers, followed by a medal and trophy presentation to the overall winners by Olivia and Leo.
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