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England Netball ,

Netball House, 9 Paynes Park, Hitchin, Herts SG5 1EH.
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1.............................................................................


2.............................................................................
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MISSION STATEMENT

To enable people of all ages and abilities to enjoy Netball through a player centred

programme of activities for participation, development and excellence.

GOALS

To target 60,000 Registered Participants and 3,500 Schools by the year 2003.

England to be No 1 in the World in 2007.

KEY OBJECTIVES

The principle objectives are to:

-  increase participation

Target initiatives to encourage more women, men and young people of all abilities to take part in and enjoy Netball and sustain a lifelong interest in the sport.

· offer opportunities

Invest in the training, support and recognition of volunteers, offering opportunities which will contribute to their personal development

- encourage coaching and umpiring
Ensure a greater investment in the identification and training of coaches and umpires so that more people are encouraged and enabled to enjoy the benefits of qualifications and improved knowledge and skills

· develop talent

Create a clear pathway which supports talented young people and identifies those with the greatest potential to succeed.

-  improve performance
Maintain a national performance plan, which will secure a higher level of achievement of excellence

- provide quality support
Operate a well-trained and well-resourced support structure to enable participants to fulfill their potential

· maintain financial stability

Increase the general reserve funds by achieving an annual operating surplus

EQUITY

“No participant, volunteer, job applicant or employee will receive less favourable treatment on the grounds of gender, marital status, social class, colour, race, ethnic origin, religious belief or disability, or will be disadvantaged by conditions or requirements which are not relevant to performance”

England Netball National Council July 1996
2.  
Aims of ‘Starting a Netball League’ Pack

This pack is for teachers, coaches, parents, administrators, players and helpers, sports development officers who wish to establish a competitive league for a number of teams.  It may be a local junior league* or a large county adult league, but it is providing more competitive opportunities for players.  You do not need to be a coach or umpire to run a league, but someone who can organise and bring in those officials where needed.

*Any person who is working with children should ensure that they adhere to the England Netball Duty of Care Guidelines for clubs and Associations.  These are available from your England Netball Development Officer.

3.
Why, What and Who do you need to set up a Netball League

3.i.  
Why do you want to set up a league?

· There are limited or no junior league opportunities

· There are limited or no adult league opportunities

· You want to extend competitive opportunities for a certain group

· You want to formalise an existing ad hoc competition.

3.ii. 
What do you need to set up the league?

· Venue – Indoor or Outdoor Netball Courts

· Equipment - balls, bibs, posts, stopwatches, (may be supplied by teams)

· A set of rules for the league

· Master score sheet

· Trophy for winners, prizes for any others (juniors)

· England Netball Duty of Care Guidelines.

3.iii.
Who do you need to set up the league?

· Named contacts for the league, be it an individual, club or league

· Chair, Secretary, Treasurer and committee to administer and promote the league

· A named contact to receive results and record them

· A named contact for cancellation in bad weather

· Contact the England Netball for affiliation details.  Participants should affiliate individually through their club (contact your county affiliations secretary).

4. How will the League work?
4.i.
How will the league work?


Where?  

There are two options available, depending on how you want to play and the availability of the courts.



a.) Central venue
· Requires more than one Netball court

· County League could be central for everyone or is in a good geographical position for players to get to

· Junior League, you could use local secondary school for Area League                     

· Creates festival atmosphere with several teams playing at same time/venue

· Everyone knows there is a set date/time/place for matches

· Floodlights may be required, if held outside

· There could be a combination of venues on different evenings.


b.) Home and Away
· Requires less courts if at one venue, 1 court at home venue is generally adequate

· Flexibility in arranging matches but has to be mutually convenient, or matches have to be on set days

· More courts need floodlights if played November – March, or otherwise you will need to play at weekends, or in the summer.

 4.ii. 
When?   Options to consider: -

· After school, evening, weekend am/pm

· Winter or Summer or both

· Once per week, once per two weeks, once per month?

· Over one term, two terms, summer? 

        *Avoid other leagues, it is likely you will need the same officials

        *Avoid school match days, if you are considering using juniors

        *When are people available to help? 

4.iii. 
Which format?         

You may want to include some of the following: -

· Start of season Tournament to seed teams in ability related divisions

· Rules forum or umpires` workshop prior to start of league

· Coaching for all before the league matches

· Coaching on the first week and then the league starts

· Matches only, each week

· Individuals turn up for the coaching and then are placed in random teams, with a team manager

· Each team plays everyone

· Teams play in groups/divisions with play off at the end

· Teams provide their own umpires

· League provides umpires, contact County Netball Association for help

· Allow teams to choose own names

· Provide scorecards, result sheets and team lists

· Draw will be dependent on the number of teams, the number of available courts and the number of weeks played (see Appendix)

· End of season tournament and league AGM.

            Try to make sure you spread the work around evenly,

            Teamwork is the key to a successfully administered league.

5.  
Getting started

· Join with others to plan the league

· Define the area from which players may be drawn e.g. Local Authority, County or


 Local company

· Send a letter to schools, clubs, Local Authorities, informing them of the possibility of new league (Appendix)

· Give details of structure i.e. Place, time, frequency of league (Appendix)

· Give eligibility of players i.e. age groups, new teams etc

· Give contact name to express initial interest

· Provide a response form which gives the number of teams and their contact name and telephone number (Appendix).

· Ensure PE teachers and clubs make juniors/adults aware of what is happening.

6. What will the league cost?


Expenditure

· Hire of court(s) toilets, changing facilities.  Try local school or Local Authority Sports Development Officer for free or cheap courts

· Balls, Bibs (if not provided by teams)

· Affiliation to the England Netball – contact County Affiliations Secretary

· First Aid Kit or access to one

· Emergency telephone or access to one

· Umpires costs and expenses where necessary

· Trophy for winning team/s

· Running Sport workshops (provided by Sport England to help when you take on a league or a club)

· Promotion, publicity and administration.


Income

· League entry fee from teams and or individuals

· If you are a club, league or County Netball Association, you can apply for start up costs from a variety of people. Contact your England Netball Netball Development Officer (Appendix)

· Local Authority funding, especially for Running Sport courses.  Contact your Local Authority Sports Development Officer (details from your England Netball Development Officer)

· Organise sponsorship of the league by a local company

· Contact the England Netball for a ‘Funding for Netball’ booklet. 

7.  
What next for the league?

· You have completed your first league season……

· CONGRATULATIONS

· Were there enough teams? 

· Did everyone know about the league?

· Why did some schools/clubs not enter?

· Was the venue good/helpful?

· Did you have enough helpers?

· Were the costings correct?  Remember, if you were awarded a grant for start up costs, you may need more income next time

· Do your players have somewhere to move onto? i.e. other leagues, clubs etc. Find out from County Netball Association.

*Even if the league was a limited success the first time, KEEP GOING, new initiatives have a habit of snowballing!

*NEXT TIME WILL BE EASIER! THE HARD WORK HAS BEEN DONE!

8. Quick Process 

                                                                    

 


















Appendix 1

SAMPLE LETTER TO PARENTS/TEACHERS AND CLUBS (1)
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UNDER 13 YOUTH NETBALL LEAGUE

New Netball opportunities for you!
An Under 13 Youth Netball League is planned to start on (DATE) This will be at a central venue (PLACE), (or Home and Away) and played in the early evening.  Teams, groups of friends and individuals may enter.  Those not already in a team will be placed with others to form a team.

If you wish your daughter / team to play in the league and wish to be sent the details nearer the time, please complete the slip below.

Please return to: Contact Name and Address by closing date
Please send me details of the Under 13 Netball League.  All players must be U13 on 1st September (YEAR)

NAME
ADDRESS:

POSTCODE:

TEL:

PLAYING POSITION:

MEDICAL CONDITIONS:











Appendix 2

AENA UNDER 13 YOUTH NETBALL LEAGUE

TEAM REGISTRATION

NAME OF TEAM………………………………………………………..

CONTACT NAME………………………………………………………..

CONTACT ADDRESS……………………………………………………

                                      …………………………………………………….

              POSTCODE………………………………….

              TEL NO:     …………………………………..

EMERGENCY TEL NO. (for cancellations)  ………………………………

Please return to: Contact Name and Address by closing date

AENA UNDER 13 YOUTH NETBALL LEAGUE

TEAM REGISTRATION

NAME OF TEAM………………………………………………………..

CONTACT NAME………………………………………………………..

CONTACT ADDRESS……………………………………………………

                                      …………………………………………………….

              POSTCODE………………………………….

              TEL NO:     …………………………………..

EMERGENCY TEL NO. (for cancellations)  ………………………………

Please return to: Contact Name and Address by closing date

Appendix 3

PLAYER REGISTRATION FORM

I wish to enrol (my child) onto the 



                 netball league.

Participant’s name:




        Date of Birth:


Address:












Postcode:


Home Telephone:

Parents/carers names:

Emergency contact number(s):


Names of any brothers/sisters attending the league:


    

   Medical Information: (Please note if your child suffers from any allergies, takes any medication, has a hole in the heart or uses an inhaler.)

  

   Dietary Information:

   

    Other Information: (e.g. Learning difficulties, mobility problems, etc.)

  

  Signed:





     
Date:

Appendix 4
SAMPLE LETTER REGARDING THE RULES (2)
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UNDER 13 YOUTH NETBALL LEAGUE

The Under 13 Youth Netball League, in which you have expressed an interest, will take place on the following dates:

List of dates

Please note there are no matches half-term, Christmas, Easter etc. (where applicable)

· All players must be under 13 on  (DATE)

· Matches will start at (TIME) and will consist of 4 quarters, each 10mins in length (for example)

· Each team will play once each evening.

· There are (X) teams in the league with every team playing each other once.

· Matches will be played at a central venue (PLACE) under floodlights.

· Matches will go ahead whatever the weather except for ice and will be at the discretion of the umpire. (contact name for cancellation)

· There must be an adult contact name for every team entered.  If you have entered as an individual then your parent/carer must give their name as a contact.

· Teams entered should provide a set of bibs and a ball.

· Teams should provide an umpire where possible.  Contact the league if one is needed

· League entry costs £x per team and £x per individual. 

All players entered as individuals must complete the enclosed registration form.  You should turn up on the first evening at (TIME) to be placed in a team for the rest of the matches.  You are expected to be available for all matches, although most teams will have a squad to allow for illness.  If you wish to be with other named individuals, please state with whom, on the form.

Teams should complete the necessary registration form and contact name.

Details of the draw will be circulated. 

Numbers are limited, so please return the form as soon as possible and no later than (DATE)

Appendix 5

SAMPLE LETTER TO UMPIRES (3)

[image: image4.png]ENGLAN
NETBALL\%J




UNDER 13 YOUTH NETBALL LEAGUE: UMPIRES

This league is a new league, which is being played (DATE, TIME, PLACE)

In order to encourage as many players as possible, I would like to provide umpires for the matches. Umpires may be Beginner Award or C Award.

There are three matches each evening, starting at (TIME) with matches being 4 x 10 mins.  There will be match expenses (AMOUNT) according to qualification for each umpire for each match.

Please indicate if you are available to umpire on any of the following dates.

List of dates

NAME…………………………………………..

AENA QUALIFICATION………………………………………………

ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………………

                  …………………………………………………………………………….

POSTCODE…………………..   TEL:……………………………………………

Please to :  (with closing date)












Appendix 6

TEAM SHEET

(2 Court Venue : 8 Teams)

Teams

1.……………………………………………

2. ……………………………………………

3. ……………………………………………

4. ……………………………………………

5. ……………………………………………

6. ……………………………………………

7. ……………………………………………

8. ……………………………………………

Playing Order: Each game is 6 minutes one way with 2 minutes between games.

Each team will play 7 matches.


Court 1

Court 2

6 v 7
2 v 1


3 v 8
4 v 5


7 v 1
2 v 6


8 v 5
4 v 3


5 v 2
8 v 7


1 v 4
3 v 6


7 v 5
3 v 1


6 v 4
2 v 8


5 v 6
7 v 3


4 v 2
8 v 1


5 v 3
8 v 4


1 v 6
2 v 7


6 v 8
3 v 2


7 v 4
1 v 5



     Presentations




Finish

TEAM SHEET

(3 Court Venue : 12 Teams)

TEAMS

1






7






2






8






3






9






4






10






5 11

6






12

Playing Order : Each game is 6 minutes one way with 2 minutes between games
Each team will play 5 matches.


Court 1
Court 2
Court 3


5 v 3
1 v 2


4 v 6


8 v 9
7 v 11


10 v 12


2 v 5
6 v 1

3 v 4


11 v 8
12 v 7


9 v 10


2 v 6
1 v 3


5 v 4


11 v 12
9 v 7


8 v 10


3 v 2
4 v 1


6 v 5


12 v 9
7 v 8


10 v 11


4 v 2
1 v 5


6 v 3


12 v 8
9 v 11                  
7 v 10

Presentations

4.45


End

TEAM SHEET

(4 Court Venue : 16 Teams)

TEAMS

1






9

2






10

3






11

4






12

5






13

6






14

7






15

8






16

Playing Order: Each game is 6 minutes one way with 2 minutes between  games
Each team will play 7 matches.

Court 1
Court 2
Court 3
Court 4

5 v 3
13 v 15
11 v 1
             
   9 v 7

   
8 v 4
2 v 12
6 v 16


10 v 14

    3 v 15
13 v 5
1 v 7

  9 v 11

4 v 2
12 v 14
16 v 8


  6 v 10

7 v 13
1 v 3
15 v 9


11 v 5

8 v 2
10 v 16
12 v 4


14 v 6

3 v 7
11 v 15
5 v 9


13 v 1

   16 v 4
10 v 1
14 v 8


2 v 6

     7 v 5
3 v 11
9 v 13


 1 v 15

4 v 10
12 v 16
2 v 14


6 v 8

     7 v 11
 1 v 9
15 v 6


13 v 3

14 v 4
1 v 2
6 v 12


   8 v 10

5 v 1
11 v 13
3 v 9


15 v 7

14 v 16
4 v 6
10 v 2


12 v 8

3.37
Presentations

4.00
Finish

Appendix 7

LEAGUE RESULTS
	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	Goals for
	Goals against
	Points

	A


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	B


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	C


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	D


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	E


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	F


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


3
points : Win
2
points : Draw

1
point : more than 50% of opponents’ score

	AREA OF ACTIVITY
	DETAILS OF PROPOSED ACTION
	TOTAL COST
	RESPONSIBILITY
	BY WHEN
	PROGRESS ACHIEVED

	SECTION 1

Player development
	1. To provide access to competitive league play for (select from) 

            U11/U12/U13/U14/U15/U16/Adult


	Nil
	League committee
	e.g. Sept.

2002
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	SECTION 2

Administration
	2. Form organising committee of chair, treasurer, secretary

3. Produce player consent forms and registration forms

4. Produce league draw, and notify teams of venue, times and dates of league

5. Purchase scorecards from AENA

6. Affiliate league to AENA
	Nil

£10

£20

£30

£50/£100
	League committee

League committee

Secretary
	
	

	
	
	£110/£160
	
	
	

	SECTION 3

Publicity & Promotion
	1. Establish contact with schools, clubs, Local Authorities, local companies and AENA Development Officer to make aware of new league

2. Produce leaflets and posters to advertise the league

3. Send letters to schools and clubs inviting league entry

4. Advertise new league in local paper
	Nil

£20

£30

£20

£50
	League committee

League committee, Local Authorities

League Committee
	
	

	
	
	£120
	
	
	

	SECTION 4

Facilities & Equipment
	1. Hire venue

2. Purchase 4 match Netballs

3. Purchase 4 sets of bibs

4. Purchase 1 stop watch

5. Purchase set of posts (If none at the venue)

6. Purchase First Aid Kit

7. Purchase of winner’s trophy 
	£5-£15/hr out

£25/hr in

£120

£120

£15

£180

£35

£30
	League committee

League committee

League committee
	
	

	
	
	£580+
	
	
	

	SECTION 5

Volunteer Development
	1. Encourage parents/friends to be involved in league

2. Obtain list of Running Sport workshops

3. 2 volunteers to attend relevant workshops

4. Obtain copy of AENA Duty of Care

5. Recognition of contribution at end of league by letter
	Nil

Nil

£50

Nil or £4.99

£10
	League Committee

League Committee


	
	

	
	
	£50 + £4.99
	
	
	

	SECTION 6

Officials
	1. Umpires costs to attend x (8) matches

2. Encourage 2 volunteers to attend Beginners Umpiring course

3. 2 Beginners to attend C umpiring course
	£40

£30

£50
	League committee

Umpiring secretary
	
	

	
	
	£120
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	£1,110
	
	
	


* Remember:
The cost allocated above are guidelines if applying for funding.




By examining each section you may be able to reduce costs for your league.

NETBALL INFORMATION PACKS

Available now

Call Head Office for an order form

· Number 1

High Five Netball Guide

· Number 2

How to Organise a High Five Netball Event 

· Number 3

Netball Taster Day 

· Number 4

Starting a Junior/Youth Section

· Number 5

Netball Development Group

· Number 6

Publicity and Promotion Pack

· Number 7

Starter Pack for New Netball Clubs

· Number 8

Examples of Roles & Responsibilities

· Number 9

Model Constitution for Netball Clubs 

· Number 10

Funding for Netball Clubs

· Number 11

Guide to starting a Netball League

Affiliate to England Netball 


Organise coaching & umpiring courses for officials


Organise help/workshops for volunteers

























































































Set up monitoring sessions throughout the first year


League runs for all the matches


Organise league presentation when completed


Trophy for winning team/s


Thanks to volunteers


Evaluate and review success of the league


Draw up development plan for the league in the future and do it all again!


































































































Open Bank Account


Book available venue


Purchase balls, bibs, stopwatch


Check availability of First Aid


Check availability of Emergency Telephone


Obtain England Netball Duty of Care Guidelines





Set up a group to start league process


Look at funding the league


Contact schools and clubs for eligible teams and players 


Publicise league in local papers etc


Design league format from response


Contact umpires and other officials


Ensure enough officials for each match





Contact County Netball Association


England Netball Development Officer


Local Authority Sports Development Officer


PE Advisor, if for young people


Local clubs, local companies


Interested parents


Other leagues in your area























Starting a new league
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